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Developmental Strategies for Community
Social Capital — Community leaders’
perspectives

Yuan-Shie Hwang™~  Li-Hsin Chuang™ Su-Jen Liu

Abstract

This paper aims to explore the promoting and impeding factors and developmental
strategies for community social capital. Considering the performance of community
social capital and community development, 34 Registered Community Development
Associations (RCDAs) were sampled, and their leaders (chairmen, board members or
general mangers) were interviewed in depth. The research shows that there are many
factors promoting and impeding community social capital in the communities, and
various strategies for developing community social capital as well. According to the
findings, this research raises 8 issues related to promoting community social capital for
discussions, and suggestions are proposed including: (1) planning strategies and agendas
of rebuilding community social capital; (2) discovering and cultivating leaders with the
ability to develop community social capital; (3) investing and managing ‘deliberative
democracy’ beneficial to bridging social capital; (4) creating the opportunities of
community participation and action beneficial to bridging social capital; (5) developing
reciprocal action of individual and community beneficial to bridging social capital; (6)
learning and recognizing multi-culture in order to decreasing the obstacle of developing
bridging social capital; (7) creating and managing brands/specialties of communities in
order to progressing linking social capital, and (8) forming partnership among public-
private sector and community in order to strengthening linking social capital.

Key words: community social capital, bridging social capital, linking social capital
community capacity
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