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An Institutional Analysis of Valuation
Machine in Urban Planning Process: A
Case Study in Taichung City

Guang-Xu Wang>k

Abstract

The purpose of this research attempts to analyze the operational logic of the
valuation mechanism of urban planning institution in Taichung city from 1990 to
2001 with the historical institutionalism perspective. Two questions are focused on in
this study: (1) Are institutions the medicine to solve problems of urban planning?
What’s the role of local government in this mechanism? (2) The interactions between
actors and institutional structures- why and how do organizations and individuals
conform to institutions? The historical institutionalism provides an insight that how
the institutional arrangements shape human interactions, and what are the ways for
the actors to manipulate institutions to express their interests under the structure of
institutions.

Literature reviews and in-depth interviews are applied to uncover the above
questions. In this paper, the member lists of valuation committee of urban planning
institution from 1990 to 2001 in Taichung city and other related laws or academic
literatures are collected. By reviewing the statutory procedures of implementing the

urban plan, I find that the mayor owns the great majority of power in the institution.

* Ph. D. student, the Department of Public Administration, National Chengchi University in Taipei. E-
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Furthermore, I interpret the data from interviewing, actors such as the local
government, city councilors, local factions, developers and real estators join the
action collations to manipulate institutions for their interests. In addition, the
establishing of action coalitions is a process of institutionalization and formulation of
a stable policy domain. In this field, the actors’ behavior be constrained, and they
must conform to the customary norm, belief system in the policy network and
institutional environment. In other words, they must obey the rules of games to take
strategies on the times of veto points. Finally, within a debate between the historical
institutionalism and the empirical data in case study, I find the evidence of the

phenomena which is inter-manipulating between actors and institutions.

Key words: historical institutionalism, urban planning, valuation machine, veto points






