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The Comparison Study of the Ancient
Chinese and Western Rhetorics
--A Policy Argumentation Perspective

Hu, Dison"” Lu, Bing-Yan™
ABSTRACT

Based on literature review of argumentative analysis approach, the authors
compare sophistic viewpoints of ancient scholars of the East and West. Furthermore,
the authors try to ensure ancient rhetoric to be explicitly adequate to the modern
policy argumentative modes, and to achieve the utility of “know-how throughout the
ages”. The results of this research are as followed: i) Rhetoric is a foundational
framework of argumentative theory, while argument is an extension of rhetoric.
Meanwhile, from the “Subjective and Objective” to “Concrete and Abstract” within a
quadrant, it is obviously dedicated to discrepancy with both of ancient Chinese and
Western sophists. ii )  Aristotle and Cicero regarded that rhetoric is an expression of
rational thinking and their logic is as same as Lau-tzu; Deng-xi; Mo-tzu; Kwen-gu-
tzu; Mong-tzu. iii ) In the case of mainstream discourse of the modern
argumentative modes, such as William Dunn and David Vancil, the authors
concluded that there is an inseparable relevance and relationship between the ancient

Chinese and Western rhetorics.
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