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Agricultural Financial Reform and Social
Movement in Taiwan: The Case of
“Coexist with the Peasant on Nov. 23”

Yu-Hsiang Lin"

ABSTRACT

There are three approaches in contemporary study of collective action -
“political process theory” emphasizes opportunities and limits of movement process,
“resource mobilization theory” emphasizes the role of formal and informal forms of
organization playing in mobilizing process, ‘“new social movement theory”
emphasizes how the actor’s ideas and cultural factors shape his action.

The peasant movement has always played an important role in the history of
social movements in Taiwan. We could also get the trajectory of social
transformation and democratization from the context of the peasant movement. Over
120,000 angry farmers and fishermen from across Taiwan marched through Taipei on
Nov. 23, 2002 to protest what they believed to be a government’s all-out attempt to
wipe out the farmers’ and fishermen’s associations. The largest peasant protest ever
seen in Taiwan made the President Chen Shui-bian facing the acutest crisis since
being elected in 2000, and the U-turn on the policy of agricultural financial reforms
also harmed the credibility of the Democratic Progressive Party government again.
This article tries to use theories of social movement to discuss the structure of
political opportunities behind this peasant protest, and the role which farmers’ and
fishermen’s associations, and “Taiwan Agro-Fighters United play”. From this
agricultural financial reform, we saw a new polity that hadn’t have a stable
foundation of power regressing, when faced with different opposition powers

cooperating and challenging. The passing over of “Coexist with the Peasant on Nov.

*  Graduate Student, Department of Public Administration, National Chengchi University.



{ IR & R R 1) T - D SRR ) 135

23” means the policy window to examine the rural welfare system has been closed

again.
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